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Welcome to our Fourth Annual Stormwater Innovation Expo! 

Today is designed to be educational and informative – but more 
importantly, it is an opportunity to build meaningful 
connections between advocates and doers in the green 
infrastructure field. 

We are at a pivotal time in our state’s environmental history. Big 
changes are on the way, with incoming  funding from the 
President’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill, the passage of the 
2021 Act on Climate, efforts to expand offshore wind – and 
legislation regulating toxic PFAS chemicals, pesticides, and 
outlawing plastic bags. 

Much has been done to protect our climate and there is still so 
much left to be done. We must work together to leverage federal, 
state, and municipal funding and financing for natural 
infrastructure and stormwater management. Our organizations 
and districts do not operate in silos, we all must collaborate and 
share resources in order to create a sustainable environmental 
future for our community.

Thank you so much to our sponsors and exhibitors for making 
today possible and thank YOU for being here! 

Sara Churgin
RIGIC Executive Committee
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Morning Program

Lunch Made Possible by Ferguson Waterworks

8:30-9:00 Check-in, Light Breakfast, and Exhibits Open

9:00-9:15   Welcome, Second Floor Ballroom
  Jed Thorp
  Rhode Island Clean Water Action 

9:15-9:30  Keynote Remarks
  Senator Jack Reed (video)
              Governor Dan McKee (video)

9:30-10:15  Presentation and Q&A
  Topic: Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

  Kim Korioth
  Stormwater & Resilience Analyst, RI Infrastructure Bank 
                        
10:15-10:45  Coffee Break and View Exhibits

10:45-12:00  Panel and Q&A, Second Floor Ballroom
  Topic: Stormwater Funding & Financing Opportunities

  Tom Ardito
  Director, SNEP Watershed Implementation Grants 

  Karen Bradbury
  Office of Senator Sheldon Whitehouse

  Alisa Richardson
  RIDOT, Office of Stormwater Management
 
  Chris Farrell 
  Senior Advisor, Office of the Rhode Island Governor

  Priscilla De La Cruz (Moderator)
  Rhode Island Audubon 

12:00-1:00  Lunch and View Exhibits

Afternoon program continued next page...



MAKING 
PROGRESS 
THAT MAKES 
SENSE.

GSI SERVICES
Planning - Design
Permitting
Training
Native Plants
MS4 and TMDLs
Public Outreach

55 Dorrance St, Suite 200
Providence, RI 02903

401-272-1717

horsleywitten.com/video-gallery



Afternoon Program
Made Possible by Horsley Witten Group

Area
C

B

A

The afternoon sessions will take place throughout the park 
and cover a wide range of topics. Please choose one session 
per half hour time slot. Presentations are 15 minutes each. 

Volunteers will help guide you to the correct locations.

Topic
Water, Arts Festivals, and Murals: 
Bringing the Community into the 
People’s Park
 
BMP Design Basics – Drainage 
Areas and Sizing 

Grey to Green/Lawn to Wetland: 
Roger Williams Park and the 
Constructed Wetland 

Presenter
Kevin Essington 
& José Ramirez, Roger Williams 
Park Conservancy 

Greg Avenia, 
Project Manager, Kleinfelder 

Brian Kuchar, 
Principal Landscape Architect, 
Horsley Witten Group
 

1:15PM

Scan for 
interactive 

map!
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Topic
Buffer Restoration: Another Tool 
in the Stormwater Management 
Toolkit 

Restoring the Waters of Roger 
Williams Park: Polo Lake Pilot  

BMP Monitoring Methods - 
Advanced to Simple

Topic 
Lessons Learned on Inlet 
Structures and Roadway Grading 

Monitoring 
Criteria for 
Cyanobacteria 

Ecosystems in Green 
Infrastructure 

Topic
Choosing the Right Permeable 
Paver for Your Solution
 
Sediment Removal Driven by 
Best Maintenance Practices and 
Design
 
Stormwater Inlet Types: 
Assessing their Function & 
Maintenance Needs 

Presenter
Elizabeth Scott, Consultant, & 
Wenley Ferguson, Director of 
Restoration, Save the Bay 

Art Gold, Professor & Associate 
Director, URI Coastal Institute

Ryan Kopp, Manager, 
Providence Stormwater 
Innovation Center

Presenter
Brian Byrnes , Deputy 
Superintendent, Prov. Parks 

Heather Kinney,
Coastal Restoration Scientist, 
The Nature Conservancy
 
Lee Ann Freitas, 
Director, Roger Williams Park 
Botanical Center

Presenter
Mike Everhart, Stormwater 
Specialist, EJ Prescott, Inc.

Brian Byrnes, Deputy 
Superintendent, Providence 
Parks Department

Wenley Ferguson, 
Director of Restoration, 
Save the Bay

1:45 PM

2:15 PM

2:45 PM

Afternoon Program
Made Possible by Horsley Witten Group
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Lincoln, RI (HQ)
8 Blackstone Valley Pl
Lincoln, RI 02865
401-334-4100

Foxboro, MA
10 Lincoln Rd, Suite 210
Foxboro, MA 02035
508-543-1755

Holyoke, MA
14 Bobala Rd, Suite 2B
Holyoke, MA 01040
413-507-3448

Stormwater Management and  
Drainage Studies

Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)
Retention/Detention Basin Design
Floodway Delineation/Routing
Watershed Modeling

The Green Infrastructure Coalition (GIC) includes not-for-profit 
organizations, architects, designers, builders, city planners and state 

and local policymakers as partners, who work together to promote 
nature based solutions for cleaning runoff pollution. Nature based 
solutions create pathways for rainwater, melting snow, and other 

run-off to avoid pavement and infiltrate into the earth.

About The RI Green 
Infrastructure Coalition



Green Jobs. Better Communities with Green Infrastructure

wrwc.org



Topic
Buffer Restoration: Another Tool 
in the Stormwater Management 
Toolkit 

Restoring the Waters of Roger 
Williams Park: Polo Lake Pilot  

BMP Monitoring Methods - 
Advanced to Simple

Topic 
Lessons Learned on Inlet 
Structures and Roadway Grading 

Monitoring 
Criteria for 
Cyanobacteria 

Ecosystems in Green 
Infrastructure 

Topic
Choosing the Right Permeable 
Paver for Your Solution
 
Sediment Removal Driven by 
Best Maintenance Practices and 
Design
 
Stormwater Inlet Types: 
Assessing their Function & 
Maintenance Needs 

Presenter
Elizabeth Scott, Consultant, & 
Wenley Ferguson, Director of 
Restoration, Save the Bay 

Art Gold, Professor & Associate 
Director, URI Coastal Institute

Ryan Kopp, Manager, 
Providence Stormwater 
Innovation Center

Presenter
Brian Byrnes , Deputy 
Superintendent, Prov. Parks 

Heather Kinney,
Coastal Restoration Scientist, 
The Nature Conservancy
 
Lee Ann Freitas, 
Director, Roger Williams Park 
Botanical Center

Presenter
Mike Everhart, Stormwater 
Specialist, EJ Prescott, Inc.

Brian Byrnes, Deputy 
Superintendent, Providence 
Parks Department

Wenley Ferguson, 
Director of Restoration, 
Save the Bay

On November 15th, 2021, President Biden signed the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. This bill is a historic opportunity to rebuild 
America’s roads, bridges and rails; expand access to clean drinking 
water; ensure that every American has access to high-speed internet; 
to tackle the climate crisis and advance environmental justice, while 
investing in communities – both urban and rural – that have too 
often been left behind. This effort will make long overdue 
improvements for our nation’s infrastructure; drive the creation of 
union jobs with high labor standards that can be accessed by all 
workers; and grow the economy sustainably and equitably for 
decades to come.

A few uses of the money:
1. National Estuary Program Grants Federal Agency
Total Funding: $132,000,000
The National Estuary Program goal is to protect and restore the 
water quality and resources of estuaries and associated watersheds 
designated by the Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
as estuaries of national significance. 
 
2. Southeast New England Coastal Watershed Restoration Program
Total Funding: $15,000,000
Fostering collaboration among regional partners across southeast 
New England's coastal watersheds to protect and restore water 
quality, ecological health, and diverse habitats by sharing 
knowledge and resources, promoting innovative approaches, and 
leveraging economic and environmental investments to meet the 
needs of current and future generations.

3. Clean Water State Revolving Fund Federal Agency
Funding amount: $11,713,000,000
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund program is a federal-state 
partnership that provides communities low-cost financing for a 
wide range of water quality infrastructure projects. 

Update on the 2021 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 



mcmahonassociates.com

14 Breakneck Hill Road
Suite 201

Lincoln, RI 02865

401.648.7200

Transportation Solutions
Building Better Communities

Offices in
Rhode Island
Massachusetts
Connecticut

4th Annual Rhode Island 
Stormwater Innovation Expo
Proud Sponsor

Rhode Island’s central hub for financing infrastructure
improvements for municipalities & businesses.



Aquidneck Land Trust
Audubon Society of RI

BETA Group, Inc.
Blackstone Parks Conservancy 

Blackstone River Coalition
Blackstone Valley Tourism 

Council
Blackstone Watershed 

Collaborative
Brewster Thornton Group 

Architects
City of Newport

City of Providence
Clean Ocean Access
Clean Water Fund

Coalition Center for 
Environmental Sustainability
Conservation Law Foundation

Eastern RI Conservation District
Filarski Architecture

Friends of the Moshassuck
U.S. Green Building Council RI

Groundwork Rhode Island
Grow Smart Rhode Island

Horsley Witten Group
Janice Schmidt Landscape 

Design
Mass Audubon

Narragansett Engineering Inc.
NBNERR

Norman Bird Sanctuary
Pawtuxet River Authority

Providence College
Rhode Island Foundation

RI Builders Association
RI Coastal Resources 
Management Council

RI Department of Environmental 
Management

RI Department of Health
RI Environmental Education 

Association (RIEEA)
RI Infrastructure Bank

RI Nursery & Landscape Assc.
Office of the Governor

Save Sand Pond
Save the Bay

Save The Lakes
Sierra Club

The Nature Conservancy
The Trust for Public Land

Tremco
URI CRC/RI Sea Grant

URI NEMO
URI Outreach Center

Wood Engineering
Woonasquatucket River 

Watershed Council
Office of Senator Whitehouse

RI Green Infrastructure Coalition Members



Collect baseline data and never miss a storm event 
with equipment designed to work together. 

Monitor level, quality and flow continuously with 
equipment from In-Situ and get reliable, remote 
access to real-time data with the Aqua TROLL 500 
Multiparameter Sonde and VuLink cellular telemetry. 

Learn more at in-situ.com/stormwater.

We’re in the field
24/7, so you don’t
have to be.

• Regulatory Compliance (RIPDES/NPDES MS4 Reporting, Planning, & Programming)
• Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) & Low Impact Design (LID)
• Water Resources Management & Planning
• Stormwater Utility Planning / Implementation
• Education & Public Outreach / Stakeholder Engagement
• Capital Improvement Planning / Asset Management (GIS, Inventory, Field Data Collection)
• Hydrologic / Hydraulic Analyses
• Operation & Maintenance Planning
• Watershed / Floodplain Management
• Pollutant Load Modeling
• Climate Change Preparedness & Resiliency Assessment
• Trenchless Technologies Design / Implementation
• 

Kleinfelder has over 250 PROFESSIONALS in the NEW 
ENGLAND area, with more throughout the company who are 
planning, designing, and providing construction services for 
STORMWATER, WATER, & WASTEWATER SYSTEMS. This 
includes providing INTEGRATED SOLUTIONS for:

Alewife Stormwater Wetland, Cambridge, MA

Greg Avenia, PE - GAvenia@kleinfelder.com
1 Beacon Street, Suite 8100, Boston, MA 02108

(617) 497-7800     |     www.kleinfelder.com

  

                                 2019                                                                



Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
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StormTree Tree Filter Systems

RIDEM Approved 
Proprietary Water 
Quality BMP

 

Download 
Drawings: www.

storm-tree.com/
resources

U.S. Patent Nos. 8,333,885/10,563,392/11,124,959B2 • European Patent No. 3347523 • Other patents pending

The Urban Raingarden® designed for highly impervious areas such as sidewalks, parking lots,  

and open plazas with the primary purpose of being maintenance friendly and providing long-

term stormwater management functionality

®

DrainGarden®

www.Storm-Tree.com • piorio@storm-tree.com • (401) 626-8999

On November 15th, 2021, President Biden signed the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. This bill is a historic opportunity to rebuild 
America’s roads, bridges and rails; expand access to clean drinking 
water; ensure that every American has access to high-speed internet; 
to tackle the climate crisis and advance environmental justice, while 
investing in communities – both urban and rural – that have too 
often been left behind. This effort will make long overdue 
improvements for our nation’s infrastructure; drive the creation of 
union jobs with high labor standards that can be accessed by all 
workers; and grow the economy sustainably and equitably for 
decades to come.

A few uses of the money:
1. National Estuary Program Grants Federal Agency
Total Funding: $132,000,000
The National Estuary Program goal is to protect and restore the 
water quality and resources of estuaries and associated watersheds 
designated by the Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
as estuaries of national significance. 
 
2. Southeast New England Coastal Watershed Restoration Program
Total Funding: $15,000,000
Fostering collaboration among regional partners across southeast 
New England's coastal watersheds to protect and restore water 
quality, ecological health, and diverse habitats by sharing 
knowledge and resources, promoting innovative approaches, and 
leveraging economic and environmental investments to meet the 
needs of current and future generations.

3. Clean Water State Revolving Fund Federal Agency
Funding amount: $11,713,000,000
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund program is a federal-state 
partnership that provides communities low-cost financing for a 
wide range of water quality infrastructure projects. 


